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National Ethics Advisory Committee

Kahui Matatika o te Motu




National Ethics Advisory Committee meeting minutes

13 September 2011
Present

Victoria Hinson (Chair)

Geoff Fougere (Deputy Chair)

Andrew Hall

Robert Logan

Joanna Manning 

Martin Wilkinson

Robin Olds 

Elizabeth Smales

Jacob Te Kurapa

Apologies
Lorna Dyall

Ann Richardson

John McCall 
Barbara Burt (NEAC Secretariat)
In attendance

Matthew Reid (NEAC Secretariat)

Helen Colebrook (NEAC Secretariat)

Guests
Brenda Ratcliffe (facilitator) 

Welcome and introductions
The Deputy Chair welcomed members to the meeting, introducing Victoria Hinson, the new Chair.  Brenda Ratcliffe of Pattillo facilitated an introductory session, during which members discussed their concerns about, and vision for, NEAC and its current and future work (notes from this session will be circulated to members).  

1. Reports

Chair’s Report

The Chair tabled the Chair’s Report.  

Agreed:

· That a card be sent to Robin Wray, the previous Chair.

2. Minutes of the 14 December 2010 NEAC meeting

The minutes of the 14 December 2010 NEAC meeting were confirmed as a true and accurate record of the meeting.
3. Matters arising from the minutes

Members discussed the status of NEAC’s Māori Research Ethics work.

Agreed:

· That the Secretariat report back on options and costings for having NEAC’s Māori Research Ethics work translated into Te Reo.

· That the draft Māori Research Ethics document be finalised and presented to the whole Committee for approval at the December meeting.

4. Correspondence

The Committee noted an issue raised Andrew Hall about indemnity for external peer reviewers acting for health and disability ethics committees.  The Secretariat will refer the matter to the Ministry of Health and follow up with Rohan Murphy, the Ministry’s Manager, Health and Disability Ethics Committees.  

5. Harm in Industrial Action

Matthew Reid reported on NEAC’s ‘Do no harm’ Project, including the work completed to date and next steps..  

Actions:

· The Committee determined a 2-step approach to progress the project.  The first step is for the Chair and Matthew Reid to meet with regulatory authorities, membership organisations and unions to discuss NEAC’s project on do no harm.  

· Final decisions on the second phase will be made by NEAC following the initial consultation phase.  However, options discussed included, NEAC preparing an article for publication in the NZMJ and/or a more publicly oriented op-ed piece.  

6. In Committee

The Committee had a brief ‘In Committee’ session.

7. Advance Care Planning

The Committee received a Report to NEAC on Advance Care Planning, and a copy of the joint MOH/ ACP publication on Advance Care Planning.  The Committee discussed whether NEAC should host an advance care planning conference either independently or in conjunction with the ACP, and how this project fits with NEAC’s core purpose as defined by the terms of reference, including determining nationally consistent ethical standards (and associated issues of consumer protection).  The Committee deferred a decision on whether to host a conference and decided to invite the ACP Cooperative leaders to the next NEAC meeting.

Actions:

· Invite ACP Cooperative leaders to the next meeting.

· Send NEAC members copies of the documents produced to date by the ACP Coop.

· Members to provide thoughts on current barriers to effective implementation of ACT and key questions that ACP work should address for consumers, which will be collated and provided to members before next meeting.

8. Clinical Trials

The Committee discussed the Government response to the Select Committee Inquiry into Clinical Trials and implications for NEAC’s work programme in the short and longer term.  NEAC retains an interest in this and sees one of its role as a strategic guardian with an interest in monitoring the changes as they are implemented.

Actions:

· Schedule a teleconference on 11 October 2011 to discuss changes to the composition of ethics committees and ethical review system.  Members to let Secretariat know as soon as possible whether morning, afternoon or evening best suits them.

· Invite Rohan Murphy, Manager HDECs to attend the teleconference update NEAC about these changes.

· Formally request to be consulted early on changes to the Operational Standard for Ethics Committees, National Application Form (NAF) and proposed changes to HDEC structure and composition.

· Convey NEAC’s observations to the Minister at the next bi-monthly meeting.

9. Annual Report 2010

Jacob Te Kurapa will provide written comment to the Secretariat. 

Committee members queried why the details about the Special Committee on Appeals still remain in the terms of reference and asked when these would be removed.

Action:

· Secretariat to ascertain what progress has been made on updating the Operational Standard to address the SCA issue so that reference to the SCA can be removed from the NEAC terms of reference.

10. Next NEAC meeting

The date of the next NEAC meeting (by teleconference) is 11 October 2011.

The date of the next NEAC meeting (in person) is 8 November 2011.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Chair………………………………………………….

Date…………………………………………..
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