
National Ethics Advisory Committee (NEAC) meeting minutes

11 November 2008

Present

Michael Findlay
Geoff Fougere (Deputy Chair)

John Hinchcliff

Barbara Holland
Te Kani Kingi
Robert Logan

Joanna Manning

Andrew Moore (Chair)
Robin Olds

Elizabeth Smales

Apologies
Ann Richardson

Andrew Hall

In attendance

Graeme Nahkies, Facilitator

Polly Atatoa-Carr, NEAC Secretariat

Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat
Gabrielle McDonald, NEAC Secretariat
1. Welcome and introductions
New members were welcomed to NEAC and all members introduced themselves and presented the interest, background and expertise they bring to NEAC.

2. NEAC role and work

The Chair introduced the role of NEAC and provided an overview of the work carried out by the Committee and the approach NEAC has taken to the work.  He also presented some of the challenges and outlined significant achievements since NEAC was established. 

The Committee discussed some of the views and approaches that NEAC has developed through its work and considered the function, qualities and strength of an independent ministerial advisory committee.
3. Intervention Studies Guidelines

The Intervention Studies working group provided an update on the Intervention Studies project.  The Committee noted the project background and update provided, and provided comment on the draft Guidelines.  

The draft Guidelines have undergone a six-week public consultation and further peer review of the revised draft Guidelines is being carried out.  The working group will present the finalised draft Guidelines for Committee approval at the March 2009 meeting.  Following this, NEAC will present a report to the Minister recommending the Guidelines be implemented.

Agreed:
· NEAC members will be sent an updated version of the Guidelines incorporating the feedback from the peer review process and are to provide the secretariat with any further comment on the Guidelines by the end of January 2009.
· Finalised draft Guidelines will be considered at the March 2009 meeting.
4. Māori Research Ethics

The Committee received an update on the Māori Research Ethics project.  The Committee noted the project background and update provided, and discussed issues relating to the project.  

NEAC is continuing work on producing a resource document for Māori research ethics.

The Pū Tai Ora writing group is seeking resourcing for a second two-day hui to progress its work on Māori research ethics.

The Health Research Council’s forthcoming Hui Whakapiripiri (March 2009), which focuses on the research interface, is seen as an excellent opportunity to facilitate feedback on work related to the Māori Research Ethics project.

Agreed:

· That NEAC provide funding for the Pū Tai Ora writing group to have a second two-day hui to progress its work on Māori research ethics.

· That Polly Atatoa-Carr, NEAC Secretariat, is available to work with the group if this is required.

5. Approval of NEAC Annual Report 2007

The Committee considered and commented on the draft NEAC Annual Report 2007.  

The 2007 Annual Report must be tabled in the House of Representatives before the end of 2008.

Agreed:

· That the Chair or Deputy Chair and Secretariat finalise the 2007 Annual Report.

· That the 2007 Annual Report be published and tabled in the House of Representatives.

6. Preliminary discussion of future NEAC work

The Committee had an initial discussion of future work for NEAC.  The notes from this session have been recorded separately and will be considered when NEAC undertakes further work programme planning.

7. Minutes of the May 2008 conference call

The minutes of the 30 May 2008 conference call were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting.

8. Matters arising from the minutes

There were no matters arising from the minutes of the May 2008 conference call.

9. Correspondence

The Committee noted the correspondence sent and received since the May 2008 conference call.  In particular, the Committee received a report from Auckland University on the conference ‘Twenty years after the Cartwright Report: what have we learned?’  NEAC provided sponsorship for this conference, which was held in August 2008.

10. Meeting dates for 2009

The Committee considered the proposed meeting dates for 2009.  

Agreed:

· That the Secretariat will contact members to see if it is possible to schedule the NEAC meetings on a day other than Tuesday.  Confirmation of the new dates is to be sent to members in December 2008.

11. Next NEAC meeting

The next NEAC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 10 March 2009.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Chair………………………………………………….

Date…………………………………………………...
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