National Ethics Advisory Committee (NEAC) meeting minutes

Tuesday 8 May 2007
Present
Michael Ardagh
Barbara Beckford
Dale Bramley
Elisabeth Harding 

John Hinchcliff
Te Kani Kingi 
Allison Kirkman (Deputy Chair)

Andrew Moore (Chair)

Charlotte Paul

Apologies
Michael Findlay

Joanna Manning
Martin Sullivan

In attendance
Vanessa Roberts, NEAC Secretariat
Apologies

Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat

1. Welcome and Introductions
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and outlined the agenda.  

2. Minutes of the March 2007 NEAC meeting

The minutes of the NEAC meeting of 13 March 2007 were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting.  

3. Matters arising from the minutes
There were no matters arising from the minutes of the March 2007 meeting.
4. Reports

Chair

The Chair reported on developments since the March 2007 meeting, including in relation to sector relationships and NEAC membership.  The Committee also discussed its submission to the Ministry of Health’s self-review.

Members
The Committee received an update on the work of the Health Research Council Ethics Committee.

A member will be giving a presentation on observational studies at a New Zealand oncology meeting in Dunedin.  The Committee discussed the types of meetings that could be used to promote observational studies and NEAC’s Ethical Guidelines for Observational Studies.
5. Report to NEAC - Annual Report 

The Committee noted the draft 2006 Annual Report and discussed the proposed new style of NEAC annual reporting.  

Agreed

The new proposed style of the 2006 Annual Report.

That the Chair and Secretariat will revise the content accordingly and circulate to members for confirmation.

6. Updates

The Committee received and discussed updates on the following work areas: life-preserving services and do no harm; pandemic; Sub-Committee on Appeals; elective services; observational studies; intervention studies and innovative practice; and disability.

Tabled: 
· Letter to the Minister of Health forwarding the Committee’s draft work on ‘Do no harm’ and ‘life-preserving services’.

· Draft inserts for the pandemic document Getting Through Together.
7. Report to NEAC - Māori Framework for Health and Disability Research Ethics

The Committee noted that the Māori Framework for Health and Disability Research Ethics draft issues paper has been forwarded to NEAC’s partner organisations.  The Committee discussed the paper and agreed that NEAC and its partners should also consider the wider applicability of this work as it progresses.

8. Report to NEAC - Tissue research: fetuses and stillborns

The Committee received and discussed a contractor report on The research and related use of tissue from fetuses and stillborn babies.  Options for future work were considered, particularly follow-up work to enable the Committee to make a more informed decision amongst the options.  
9. Report to NEAC – Ministry review of ethics committees

The Committee noted and discussed the Ministry’s current operational review of ethics committees.
Agreed:

That NEAC’s submission to the Ministry’s review of ethics committees should recommend: that ongoing development and review (including the current review) of the ethics committee system be based more explicitly on the GODO standards established by NEAC’s 2003 Review and by Ministerial decision; that the current review should also draw on other statements in NEAC’s 2003 review on what was envisaged for the new ethical review system; and that the review’s Terms of Reference should state more clearly the process the review will follow - in particular, how it will include users of the ethical review system.

10. Report to NEAC - Submissions

The Committee noted that submissions are being sought on 1) a proposed amendment to the Health Information Privacy Code 1994 and 2) the ‘Consent, Storage and Use of New born Blood Spot Cards’.

Agreed:
That NEAC should decide on a case-by-case basis whether to make submissions on the work of others.

That NEAC will send a letter to the Office of the Privacy Commissioner recommending it refer to NEAC’s Ethical Guidelines for Observational Studies in its commentary on the HIPC when it is redrafted later this year.  (NEAC’s formal statutory name also needs to be corrected in the draft amendment).

11. Correspondence

The Committee noted the correspondence sent and received since the March 2007 NEAC meeting.  

It was noted that the Chair and Secretariat will respond to the outstanding item of correspondence.

12. In Committee

The Committee had a brief ‘In Committee’ session.

13. Report to NEAC – response letter

The Committee discussed a letter regarding a primary health organisation initiative.

Agreed:

That the proposed letter of response be sent.

14. Next NEAC meeting

The next NEAC meeting was confirmed for Tuesday 12 June 2007.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Chair……………………………………….

Date…………………………………………
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