National Ethics Advisory Committee (NEAC) meeting minutes
Tuesday 11 April 2006

Present:

Michael Ardagh

Barbara Beckford

Dale Bramley

John Hinchcliff

Allison Kirkman (Deputy Chair)

Joanna Manning

Andrew Moore (Chair)

Charlotte Paul

Martin Sullivan

Apologies:

Elisabeth Harding 

Vanessa Roberts, NEAC Secretariat

In attendance:

Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat

Jamie Hosking, NEAC Secretariat

Fiona Imlach, NEAC Secretariat

1.
Welcome and Introductions

The Chair welcomed the Committee and Secretariat members to the meeting and outlined the agenda and meeting objectives.  Fiona Imlach was welcomed as NEAC’s new public health medicine registrar based in Wellington.
2.
Minutes of the February NEAC meeting

The minutes of the NEAC meeting of 14 February 2005 were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting.

3.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

A meeting between NEAC and the Health Research Council Ethics Committee is to be organised.

4.
Chair’s Report and Members’ Reports

The new format of the Chair’s Report was noted and appreciated.

There was discussion about potential areas of future work for NEAC.
Agreed

· To have an overall look at the current NEAC work programme and initial consideration of potential future work projects at the June NEAC meeting.
· To organise a presentation to NEAC on the Navigator Network, an initiative funded by MORST to provide early alerts to emerging areas of science and technology.

5.
Project Updates

Observational Studies

The Ministry of Health is undertaking the work to implement the expedited review process and the NEAC guidelines will be published and ready to launch when this work is complete.
The Committee discussed the range of groups that will be interested in the guidelines and suggested options for the launch.  Any further ideas concerning launch can be sent to the secretariat.

Governance Framework

NEAC work on responsibilities for addressing legal issues pertaining to health and disability research was discussed.  It was noted that the contractor’s background report on this has been completed.

Agreed

· This project remain part of the overall governance framework project.

· The background paper completed in January 2006 will be included in the next meeting papers for member information.

· To contract an additional piece of work from someone with a legal expertise and a knowledge of the ethical review system.
Māori framework

The stocktake and analysis of national and international ethical guidelines for health and disability research in relation to indigenous people has been completed.

The NEAC Māori framework working group will consider the report and the next steps to advance the project and discuss this at a future NEAC meeting.

Research Use of Fetal Tissue

A background report for NEAC on the research use of tissue from stillborn babies and fetuses is currently being carried out.
Establishment of NEAC Sub-committee on Appeals (SCA)

The Ministry of Health is continuing its work on matters concerning establishment of the SCA.  This Ministry work must be completed before NEAC can put any SCA arrangements in place.

6.
General Updates

Annual Report

The finalised report was noted and the distribution list considered.

Website

The Committee noted the work being carried out by the secretariat to update the NEAC website.

7.
Research and Development Strategy

The Committee discussed the idea that, as in the United Kingdom, the sector could develop a Research and Development Strategy, with development of ethical review arrangements included as part of this.

Agreed:

· That other agencies would be likely to take the overall lead in such an initiative.

· That the Chair should have some further conversations about the idea of an R&D strategy, and then report back.

8.
In Committee

The Committee had a brief In Committee session.
9.
Booking System for Elective Services

The Committee discussed and suggested changes to the draft document.
Agreed:

· Draft report and diagram to be revised to take account of Committee comments.

· The revised report to be emailed to all NEAC members for comment.  The working group will incorporate Committee comment and finalise the report.

10.
Ethical Framework for Pandemic Planning

An outline of developments since the February meeting was given.  The Committee discussed and provided comment on the draft ethical framework for pandemic planning and the paper on criteria for prioritising access to resources during overwhelming need.

Agreed:

· The membership of the NEAC working group was confirmed as Dale Bramley, Mike Ardagh and Allison Kirkman.

· The Committee Report to the Minister dated 24 March 2006 was noted.

· The draft ethical framework and discussion document will be revised to take account of Committee comments from this meeting.  The revised draft will then be circulated to the full Committee for further consideration.  The NEAC working group on pandemic planning will consider further Committee comments.  The working group will consider having a teleconference with the full Committee on Tuesday 9 May to finalise the framework for wider consultation.
11.
Intervention Studies

The background to this project and an outline of the key features of research ethics guidance identified by NEAC through the observational studies work was presented.  Options for advancing the project were discussed.

Agreed:

To seek input from key informants on the design and focus of this project.

12.
NEAC Logo

The Committee considered two designs for a new NEAC logo.

Agreed:

Logo to be finalised by secretariat in consultation with Chair.
13.
Next NEAC meeting

The next NEAC meeting was confirmed for Tuesday 13 June.  Members are also to keep free 11am to 1pm on Tuesday 9 May for a possible teleconference meeting.

The meeting closed at 4.00 pm.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record:

Chair………………………………………………….

Date…………………………………………………..
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