National Ethics Advisory Committee (NEAC) meeting minutes
Tuesday 8 August 2006

Present
Michael Ardagh

Barbara Beckford

Dale Bramley
Elisabeth Harding 

John Hinchcliff
Te Kani Kingi
Allison Kirkman (Deputy Chair)

Joanna Manning

Andrew Moore (Chair)

Charlotte Paul

Martin Sullivan

Apologies
There were no apologies. 
In attendance
Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat

Jamie Hosking, NEAC Secretariat

Fiona Imlach, NEAC Secretariat

Vanessa Roberts, NEAC Secretariat
1. Welcome and Introductions
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and outlined the agenda.

2. Minutes of the June NEAC meeting

The minutes of the NEAC meeting of 13 June 2006 were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting.

3. Matters arising from the minutes

It was noted that the secretariat will organise a meeting of the Māori Framework working group. 

4. Elective services

An update of work in the area of elective services was given.  

In light of further developments in the sector-wide discussion on electives, NEAC needs to update and refine its advice to the Minister.

The Chair reported on the Elective Services Multi-Specialty Forum on 28 July, which he and Barbara Burt attended, and at which the Chair presented NEAC’s work to date on elective services.  The Forum was hosted by the Ministry of Health, and the Minister also participated.

The Chair then gave the presentation he made at the Forum.

The Committee discussed the key points to be made in its Committee Report on elective services to the Minister of Health.  

Agreed:

The recommendations to be made to the Minister. 

The process for finalising the Committee Report to the Minister:

· all members will receive the final draft report electronically

· comments will be sent to the Secretariat

· the Secretariat will finalise the Report with the Chair.

5. In Committee

The Committee had a brief In Committee session.

6. Pandemic project

An update on the pandemic project work was given.  Since the June 2006 meeting the Minister approved the release of NEAC’s discussion document: Ethical Values for Planning for and Responding to a Pandemic in New Zealand.  

The discussion document was released 5 July 2006 and consultation will close 16 August 2006, giving a consultation period of six weeks.  A few submissions have been received already and the Ministry has forwarded the document to the World Health Organisation.

It was noted that NEAC’s 2-page statement of values that was in version 15 of the NZIPAP also appears in version 16, and refers readers to NEAC’s website for the most up to date version.

The Committee also discussed the feedback received to date.

Agreed

That ‘Timeliness’ be incorporated into the ‘Preamble’ of the statement of values.

That specific feedback be sought from Māori on certain aspects of the statement.

That the title of the report for publication be: ‘Ethical values for a pandemic’ and the title of the values statement be: ‘Ethical values for a pandemic: summary statement’.

To structure the report for publication in a similar way to the discussion document.  A decision will be made by the Secretariat on the order of the hypothetical cases and explanation of values sections in light of feedback received.

That the section on restricting freedom be strengthened. 

That NEAC leave open the possibility of carrying out future work in this area.  

The process for finalising the statement of values and report for publication:

· Secretariat to email members a summary of feedback received 

· Secretariat to incorporate members’ comments received on feedback

· Secretariat to make final revisions 

· final document signed off by Chair.

7. Intervention studies
The Committee was updated on the Intervention studies project.  First drafts of the Ethical Guidelines for Intervention Studies and accompanying discussion document have been completed.  The Committee discussed the next steps to take in this project.

The Committee noted work being carried out by others in the sector that relates to NEAC’s work in this area.

Options for proceeding with this work were presented as:

1) going forward with the discussion document on its own;

2) going forward with the discussion document and proposed guidelines as one document in two parts.

Agreed
To revise the current draft to make it more accessible for interested parties wishing to have input.

That NEAC members should meet with the HRC before proceeding further with the document.  

8. Chair’s Report and Members’ Reports

The Chair’s report was noted.

Elisabeth Harding was congratulated on her recent appointment as Chair of the HRC Ethics Committee.

Elisabeth reported on current HRC work on research ethics issues.

9. Correspondence

The Committee noted the correspondence sent and received since the June 2006 meeting.

10. Report to NEAC: Guidelines on the Use of Human Tissue for Future Unspecified Research Purposes

The Ministry of Health is currently consulting on proposed Guidelines on the Use of Human Tissue for Future Unspecified Research Purposes.  The Chair outlined NEAC’s interest in these guidelines.  The Committee considered its draft response to the Ministry.

Agreed
That NEAC provide comments to the Ministry on its discussion document.  

To the content of NEAC’s response, with revisions as agreed in the discussion.

11. Next NEAC meeting

The next NEAC meeting was confirmed for Tuesday 10 October 2006.  

The meeting closed at 4.00 pm.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record:

Chair………………………………………………….

Date…………………………………………………..
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