National Ethics Advisory Committee (NEAC) meeting minutes

Tuesday 12 December 2006

Present

Barbara Beckford

Dale Bramley

Elisabeth Harding 

Te Kani Kingi 

Allison Kirkman (Deputy Chair)

Joanna Manning

Andrew Moore (Chair)

Charlotte Paul

Martin Sullivan

Apologies

Michael Ardagh

John Hinchcliff

In attendance

Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat

Jamie Hosking, NEAC Secretariat

Fiona Imlach, NEAC Secretariat

Vanessa Roberts, NEAC Secretariat

1. Welcome and Introductions

The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and outlined the agenda.  

2. Minutes of the November 2006 NEAC meeting

The minutes of the NEAC meeting of 14 November 2006 were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting, subject to minor corrections on pages 1, 2 and 3.  

Matters arising from the minutes

The Committee was reminded that members have been invited to participate in a Navigator Network national symposium on future trends and issues in neuroscience called ‘Unfolding the mind: prospects and perils in neuroscience’.  Further information will be emailed to members in the new year.

Mike Ardagh’s article of 17 November 2006 in The Press was tabled.

3. Chair’s Report and Members’ Reports

Chair

The Chair gave a verbal report, reflecting on the work of the Committee over the year including: the development and maintenance of key relationships; the completion of work in elective services and pandemic planning; the immanent launch of the observational studies guidelines; and progression of NEAC projects in research ethics.

The Chair outlined activities since the last meeting, including a report on the following meetings of his:

· The Chair and Barbara Burt (Secretariat) had a constructive meeting with Kathy Spencer, Deputy-Director General, Sector Policy Directorate, Ministry of Health to discuss the Committee’s work on elective services.

· Meeting with members of the Ministry’s Elective Services team to discuss the release of NEAC advice.

· Meeting with the ethics advisory body chairs, hosted by the HRC in Auckland on 11 December.  

· The Chair will speak at a medical law conference in April 2007.  The topic is ethics, public opinion and policy.

Members

Elisabeth Harding spoke further about the Ethics Advisory Body Chairs’ meeting, which comprised Andrew Moore (NEAC), Elisabeth Harding (Health Research Council Ethics Committee), Martin Wilkinson (Bioethics Council), and Sylvia Rumble (ACART).  This group is to meet annually.

Jo Manning reported on a seminar given at Middlemore Hospital by Bill Silvester, an intensive care specialist at Austin Hospital in Victoria.  Bill Silvester is director of a programme called “Respecting Patient Choices”.  The programme trains medical staff to help terminally ill patients to develop an advanced care plan.  The programme has resulted in substantial improvements in the numbers of patients executing advance care plans.  Many patients report moving away from wanting euthanasia as they feel their wishes will be respected.  The programme is being piloted across Australia.

4. Secretariat Report

Vanessa Roberts gave a verbal report on her attendance at the Monash University Intensive Bioethics Conference in Melbourne.  The aim of the course was to provide an opportunity for discussion of ethical principles in health care, reproduction, genetics, and biotechnology.  The course outlined general ethical frameworks, along with specific ethical principles underpinned by those frameworks in the context of ethical oversight of research on humans, and the ethics of clinical practice.  Participants included members of ethics committees and ethics committee personnel, health professionals, lawyers and scientists.

5. Observational Studies Guidelines

The Committee noted the Report to NEAC: Observational Studies Guidelines.  

The Committee noted that the Guidelines are in the process of being published and discussed the individuals and organisations the Guidelines should be sent to.

The Committee also discussed options for possible future sector events to promote uptake of the Guidelines.

6. Innovative Practice

The Committee noted the Report to NEAC: Innovative Practice.

Jamie Hosking updated the Committee on the progress of the Innovative Practice project.  Jamie tabled the “Questions for key informants” document and the Committee discussed the nature of the list of interviewees.  Members also commented on specific aspects of the background paper.

7. Correspondence

The Committee noted the correspondence sent and received since the November 2006 NEAC meeting.

Two letters were discussed in some detail:

· a letter from Archives New Zealand seeking public comment on the district health boards draft General Disposal Authority.  The Secretariat will follow-up on the time-frame for responding.

· a letter from a researcher seeking support for a project.  A response will be sent from the Chair.

8. In Committee

The Committee had a brief In Committee session.

9. Potential new projects

The Committee noted the Report to NEAC: End-of-life decision-making project.

The Committee discussed the possibility of carrying out a project on the ethics of end-of-life decision-making.  

In terms of the scope of a potential project, the Committee agreed that:

· abortion/termination of pregnancy be excluded from the scope of the project

· prioritisation issues be excluded from project scope or set aside until a later project phase.

The Committee also discussed the provision of life preserving services in the context of the recent industrial action in the health sector.  

10. Project updates

Māori Framework

The Committee noted the Māori Framework Report to NEAC and the Committee commented briefly on the Māori Framework for Health and Disability Research Ethics Project Issues Paper.

Agreed:

That members provide comments on the draft issues paper to the Secretariat.

That after incorporating working group comments the draft issues paper will go to Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga and the HRC for comment and input.

Elective services

The Committee discussed the release of its advice to the Minister on the ethical issues in elective services.

Pandemic Planning

It was noted that the Minister has agreed NEAC’s recommendations and this work will be launched early in 2007.

Intervention studies

Fiona Imlach updated the Committee on the progress made in this project.  

Governance Framework

Further work, to be completed in 2007, has been contracted for this project.

Fetal tissue

Further work, to be completed in 2007, has been contracted for this project.

11.
The Committee thanked Fiona Imlach and Jamie Hosking for their work with the Committee as public health medicine registrars.

12.
Next NEAC meeting

The next NEAC meeting was confirmed for Tuesday 13 March 2007.  

The meeting closed at 1.00 pm.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record:

Chair………………………………………………….

Date…………………………………………………..
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