National Ethics Advisory Committee (NEAC) meeting minutes
[FINAL]

Tuesday 13 June 2006

Present
Michael Ardagh

Barbara Beckford

Dale Bramley
Elisabeth Harding 

John Hinchcliff
Te Kani Kingi
Allison Kirkman (Deputy Chair)

Joanna Manning

Andrew Moore (Chair)

Charlotte Paul

Martin Sullivan

In attendance
Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat

Jamie Hosking, NEAC Secretariat

Fiona Imlach, NEAC Secretariat

Vanessa Roberts, NEAC Secretariat
Guests
Graeme Nahkies – facilitator for morning session

Therese Egan – Manager, Ethics and Innovation Team, Sector Policy Directorate

1.
Welcome and Introductions

The Chair welcomed the Committee and Secretariat members to the meeting.  Te Kani Kingi was welcomed as NEAC’s new health researcher member.  Te Kani Kingi is a post-doctoral research fellow at Massey University.  His area of expertise/research is Māori mental health, health and social outcomes and Māori development.  Committee members and Secretariat briefly introduced themselves.  The Chair outlined the agenda and meeting objectives. 

2.
Future projects for NEAC
The morning session of the meeting focussed on a stocktake of current NEAC work and resources and an exploration of potential future projects for NEAC.

The notes from this session will be presented at a future NEAC meeting.

Agreed
· Te Kani Kingi to join the Māori Framework working group.  The working group will meet again/have a conference call shortly.

· A NEAC working group comprised of Martin Sullivan and Allison Kirkman to be established to explore the possibility of a NEAC project in the disability services area.  NEAC Secretariat will work with the group to carry out this scoping work.

3. Therese Egan, Manager Ethics and Innovation, Sector Policy Directorate

Therese Egan, Manager Ethics and Innovation, Sector Policy Directorate, introduced herself and spoke to the Committee about her approach to policy work and the projects of the Ethics and Innovation team.  

4. Pandemic Planning

Dale Bramley updated the Committee on the work of the Pandemic Planning working group.  The Secretariat members explained the changes to the discussion document since the April 2006 meeting.  The Committee discussed and gave feedback on the discussion document, and the hypothetical cases in particular.  Changes to be made were noted by the Secretariat.

Agreed

· Members are to email any further comments to the Secretariat, including suggestions for whom to send the discussion document to.

· The working group will confirm the final document in consultation with the Chair.
5. Intervention Studies

The NEAC working group on intervention studies updated the Committee on the progress in this project.  Fiona Imlach has been interviewing key informants to inform the design of the project.  The following questions are being asked of informants:

Intervention Studies

· Based on your experiences, what are your views about New Zealand guidelines for intervention studies?

· What is your opinion of NEAC’s intended project outputs and processes?

· From your perspective, what are the central ethical issues for intervention studies in New Zealand?

· What other ethical issues could be addressed more fully through guidelines or other means?

· Who else should be included on the key stakeholder list?

Innovative Practice
· How would you define ‘innovative practice’?

· Do you know of any recent examples where innovative practice has been a problem?

· How should innovative practice be monitored to ensure patient safety and ethical conduct as well as encouraging innovation?
The results from this consultation will be presented at the August NEAC meeting.

6. In Committee

The Committee had a brief In Committee session.
7. Minutes of the April NEAC meeting

The minutes of the NEAC meeting of 11 April 2006 were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting.

8. Matters Arising from the Minutes

It was noted that a meeting between NEAC and the Health Research Council Ethics Committee is to be organised.

It was noted that the Ministry of Health is working on matters concerning establishment of the NEAC Sub-Committee on Appeals (SCA).  This Ministry work must be completed before NEAC can put any SCA arrangements in place.  

It was noted that Andrew Moore has had informal sector discussions about the idea of a research and development strategy for health and disability.

Chair’s Report and Members’ Reports

The Chair’s Report was noted. 

10.
Next NEAC meeting

The next NEAC meeting was confirmed for Tuesday 8 August.  

The meeting closed at 4.00 pm.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record:

Chair………………………………………………….

Date…………………………………………………..
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