National Ethics Advisory Committee (NEAC) meeting minutes
Tuesday 14 November 2006

Present
Michael Ardagh

Barbara Beckford

Dale Bramley
Elisabeth Harding 

John Hinchcliff
Allison Kirkman (Deputy Chair)

Joanna Manning

Andrew Moore (Chair)

Charlotte Paul

Martin Sullivan

Apologies
Te Kani Kingi

Fiona Imlach, NEAC Secretariat
In attendance
Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat

Jamie Hosking, NEAC Secretariat

Vanessa Roberts, NEAC Secretariat
1. Welcome and Introductions
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and outlined the agenda.  Dale Bramley was congratulated on his recent appointment as General Manager, Clinical Support Services, Waitemata District Health Board.

Two additional papers were tabled:

1) a one page issues paper outlining some current directions in thinking on the Māori Framework Project

2) Report to NEAC: MoH Review.

2. Minutes of the August NEAC meeting

The minutes of the NEAC meeting of 8 August 2006 were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting, subject to a minor editorial change on page two.  There were no matters arising from the minutes.

3. Chair’s Report and Members’ Reports

The Chair’s Report was noted.

The Committee discussed the status of the establishment of the Sub Committee on Appeals.  The Chair is to follow this up with the Ministry of Health.
The Committee noted the Report to NEAC: MoH Review.  The Secretariat gave an overview of the Director General’s Review of the Ministry of Health.  The Chair explained how and why he had responded to the Director General’s stakeholders’ questionnaire on behalf of NEAC, and commented on the content of the response.

It was noted that Mike Ardagh will have an article published in a forthcoming edition of the New Zealand Medical Journal.  It is titled The Case for a New Zealand Acute Care Strategy.
Members discussed the possibility of a future NEAC project on ethical issues in patient safety.  
Elisabeth Harding reported on a conference call between the Health Research Council and NEAC.  

4. Elective services

The Committee noted the Report to NEAC: Elective Services.  
Andrew Moore, Charlotte Paul and Barbara Burt updated the Committee on their meeting with the Minister regarding elective services.  
The Committee will release its electives work in December 2006.
5. In Committee

The Committee had a brief In Committee session.

6. Pandemic planning

The Committee noted the Report to NEAC: Pandemic Planning.

Dale Bramley and Jamie Hosking updated the Committee on NEAC participation at the World Health Organization (WHO) Global Consultation on Addressing Ethical Issues in Pandemic Influenza Planning.  Jamie then gave the NEAC presentation to the Committee.  

The presentation at the WHO meeting revealed that two features of NEAC’s pandemic work in Getting Through Together stand out as being unique internationally: 

1) an emphasis on ‘neighbourliness/whānaungatanga’

2) public consultation on pandemic ethics issues.

The Committee discussed possible future work in the area of pandemic ethics, and discussed options for the launch of NEAC’s pandemic work.

Jamie Hosking outlined his intention to submit an article on pandemic planning ethics to a peer reviewed journal.
Agreed:
That Jamie Hosking will be lead author of a paper for the New Zealand Medical Journal, an international journal, or possibly both.

7. Correspondence

The Committee noted the correspondence sent and received since the August 2006 NEAC meeting.

8. Māori Framework

The Committee noted the Report to NEAC: Māori Framework.

The Chair outlined the background to this work and emphasised the collaborative nature of the project with the Health Research Council and Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga.  He and the other NEAC attendees also reported on a meeting of the Māori and Pacific Health and Disability Ethics Committee members at which he presented work to date on a Māori Framework.
Agreed:
That the Māori Framework project be discussed further at the December 2006 NEAC meeting.

9. Project Updates

The Chair gave a verbal update on other NEAC projects, including:

· Observational Studies (launch options, promotion of use of the Guidelines, operational considerations including education, and future review of Guidelines)

· Intervention Studies 

· Innovative Practice 

· Governance Framework

· Research Use of Fetal Tissue 

Agreed: 

To provide members with written ‘Project Updates/Snapshots’ at a future meeting.

10. End-of-life decision-making

The Committee noted the Report to NEAC: End-of-life decision-making.

The Committee discussed the possibility of carrying out a project on the ethics of end-of-life decision-making and what the nature of such a project might be. 

Agreed:

That the Secretariat will update the initial scoping paper on end-of-life decision-making for further discussion at the December 2006 NEAC meeting.

That NEAC would take a patient/family centred approach to any such project. 

That prioritisation issues would be excluded from project scope. 

11. Navigator Network (Science and technology future watch project) Presentation by Barbara Nicholas

Barbara Nicholas gave a presentation to the Committee on the work of the MoRST-sponsored Navigator Network, which aims to provide early alerts to areas of science and technology emerging over the next 20-30 years.  The focus of this work is on biotechnology and nanotechnology and has two core strands; scanning and ‘meaning making’. 

NEAC members were invited to participate in a Navigator Network Neuroscience Workshop in February 2007.
12. Next NEAC meeting

The next NEAC meeting was confirmed for Tuesday 12 December 2006.  

The meeting closed at 4.00 pm.
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