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Present 
Neil Pickering (Acting Chair) 
Julian Crane
Adriana Gunder 
Maureen Holdaway 
Wayne Miles
Kahu McClintock 
Liz Richards
Dana Wensley 

Ministry of Health

Hayley Robertson 
Nic Aagaard 
Rob McHawk

Apologies 

Hope Tupara

Welcome
1. Members considered the minutes from NEAC’s last face to face meeting and requested minor amendments. The Secretariat will make these amendments and place the 6 June 2018 minutes on NEAC’s web page.

2. Neil gave an update on the actions from the June meeting. Members agreed to write to the Minister of Health to introduce NEAC as a Committee. Neil will send the current draft letter to members for their feedback.

3. There was a discussion about whether NEAC was under review. The Secretariat clarified that the Ministry of Health support for all ethics committees has been rearranged and organised into a different business sector. Policy committees such as NEAC and ACART agree their work programme in conjunction with the Minister, and also with the Ministry in regards to resource capacity. 

4. The Secretariat gave members a brief staffing update, noting that while the Secretariat capacity is very limited until at least September 2018, NEAC work remained a priority. 

5. Concerns were raised regarding the appointment process of members, and the makeup of NEAC’s budget. The Secretariat will work with members and the appointment team regarding this over the coming months.

6. NEAC discussed their role and function, and expressed a desire for continued support from the Ministry to perform their role. Members asked that it be noted that the amount of Secretariat support has improved, however concerns exist about the capacity of Secretariat to manage NEAC’s work programme.

Actions
· Secretariat to make amendments and place 6 June minutes on NEAC website
· Members to send through suggestions on current draft letter to go to the Minister to Neil.  Neil to produce final letter for the Minister on behalf of NEAC, noting the unclear work status of NEAC over the last 18 months  
· Secretariat to work with the appointments team within the Ministry to progress recruitments and reappointments
· Secretariat to update members of the budget once it is finalised. 

Consultation on the draft National Ethics Guidelines 
7. The consultation document will be published on NEACs website, the Ministry of Health website, and twitter. Members are encouraged to send the link to any interested parties to participate in the consultation. 

8. The Committee briefly discussed the consultation process, and agreed that subject to minor changes the document is ready to be released. Consultation will run for 6-8 weeks, meetings will be held with interested parties and the Secretariat will provide a summary of submissions for the Committee. Following this, another in person meeting will be held to consider the analysis and agree on next steps. Members agreed that overall they are happy with the document to be released for consultation.

9. The Committee discussed whether the document should go through the Social Wellbeing Committee, and asked the Secretariat for more information on the rationale for this decision and whether it was necessary. The Committee noted that they were an independent Committee and also that the consultation would already reach all relevant parties for their comment.  The Secretariat agreed with NEAC and noted the reason it was suggested to go through Cabinet in the prior correspondence with the Minister was no longer occurring, so it would be good to check if it was still necessary. 
Actions
· Secretariat to share the proposed consultation timeline with members via email
· Members to forward the consultation to their networks
· Secretariat to clarify whether Cabinet approval is still required.
Summary document and ethical standards

10. Nic gave members a high level overview of the summary document which included the changes that were made at the meeting on 6 June. Hope gave some extra guidance for the Māori consultation table via email.  

11. Minor further changes were made to the sections considered at NEAC’s last meeting. Further comments around some sections are outlined below:
Degrees of consultation
12. Members had a discussion about the degrees of consultation section, namely the way to phrase inclusion and levels of involvement in research and to close the gaps for discrimination. The main goal was to ensure that Māori are still considered even if there are no Māori participants, researchers or obvious outcomes in a study. 
Non-consensual research 
13. At the last meeting the Committee agreed on a two-step consent process that is used internally in other ethics jurisdictions. Members noted that it is difficult to pitch the consent debate in a way that seeks out feedback, whilst noting that NEAC is constrained by the law, and their terms of reference – in supporting the two step consent process. This reasoning will be included in the commentary. 

14. There was the acceptance of a working group with Dana and Wayne to work on this section out of session.

15. There may be recommendations coming from other agencies which may change the currently regulatory space. NEAC’s consultation document will mitigate these issues by being available online, making it easy to future proof and amend to be current.  

Action
· Secretariat to work with Dana and Wayne out of session. 
Foreword

16. The Minister has agreed his foreword to introduce the draft ethics guidelines. Members noted that the Minister’s foreword implied the guidelines were international, this should be amended.

17. Neil has also drafted a brief foreword as the Acting Chair of NEAC. Members requested amendments to be made to the NEAC foreword, including:
· adding in the Terms of Reference of NEAC
· inserting reference to the New Zealand Health Strategy (for example, the increased focus on health research)
· include names of the working group and all people who were involved in the writing of the strategy
· a mention of how NEAC have embraced New Zealand’s cultural heritage through weaving through Maori Values of Research
· noting the merging of the two 2012 documents.
Actions
· Secretariat to make a minor amendment to the Minister’s foreword
· NEAC foreword to be amended out of session.

18. The meeting closed at 3.50pm.
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