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[bookmark: _Toc826069883]Attendees

	NEAC members
	Elizabeth Fenton (Chair), Julia Black, Maree Candish, 
Fiona Miles, Tania Moerenhout, Karaitiana Taiuru, Vanessa Jordan

	Apologies
	Edmond Carrucan, Filipo Katavake-McGrath, Hansa Patel

	Guest attendees
	

	Guest speakers
	Associate Professor Rosie Dobson, University of Auckland



[bookmark: _Toc473069513]Welcome
1. The meeting was opened with a karakia.
[bookmark: _Toc645187613]
[bookmark: _Toc1876670291]Apologies
2. The chair noted the apologies.

[bookmark: _Toc2105521006][bookmark: _Toc599290514]Approval of the day’s agenda (led by the Chair)
3. Chair proposed changes to the agenda, which members approved.

[bookmark: _Toc1342882736]Chair’s update
4. The Chair opened by celebrating that the advice to the Minister on support for clinicians, providers and patients considering use of innovative and experimental interventions was sent to the Minister’s office before the Christmas break.

5. The Chair thanked the working group for their work in preparing the advice, and all the members who took the time to provide input.

6. One member thanked the Chair for additional work to finalise the advice.

[bookmark: _Toc1076759029][bookmark: _Toc826093018]Declarations of interest (led by the Chair)
7. [bookmark: _Toc1460894776]One member noted they are the new Chair of the Auckland Ethics Committee.
[bookmark: _Toc1956650945]Minutes of NEAC’s 27 November 2025 meeting: for approval 
8. Members approved the minutes subject to the following changes:
a.  Adding the meeting date to the front page of the minutes and
correcting the name to Human Live Tissue Network in item 6.

Action
· Upload minutes onto website once changes have been made.

[bookmark: _Toc892597943][bookmark: _Toc2060841602]Actions arising from the 27 November 2025 meeting: for noting 
9. The Chair noted that the proposed action relating to the ACC exclusion under the review of Chapter 17 of the Standards is not cancelled but instead on hold. The Chair provided clarification that letters from NEAC are independent rather than co-signed with other stakeholders.
10. One member requested adding a heading for actions related to reviewing the Standards for alignment with international guidelines, including the Declaration of Helsinki and the European Medicines Agency clinical guidelines that MEDSAFE aligns with and references. 
11. Review of Chapters 12 & 13 of the Standards: Members requested updating the status of the initial high-level review of these chapters to completed. 

Action 
· Update actions arising with the requested changes.

[bookmark: _Toc1420480806][bookmark: _Toc709949230]Secretariat’s update 
12. The Manager, Ethics provided an update on Secretariat resourcing: 
a. The Senior Policy Analyst will be away for a number of weeks.
b. The Principal Advisor role is in process of recruitment.

13. Appointments for NEAC vacancies will be advertised in the next 2 weeks. The advertisement will go through the Chair first, and once it is public, the link will be sent to the committee to reapply as applicable.

[bookmark: _Toc476130777]Annual report to the Minister of Health: for approval 
14. The Chair noted that the annual report covers the financial year from 2024-2025 so describes NEAC’s advice to the Minister as in-progress. The submission of that advice in December 2025 will be noted on the next annual report.

15. Members proposed the following changes:
a. Updates to member bios.
b. Confirming current affiliations for guests at NEAC meetings.
c. Note the presentation by Dr Kim Grayson, NZ Blood Service in October 2024 on the Organ Donation New Zealand Ethical Framework
d. Note the response letter from the Chair to the New Zealand Blood Service on 26 November 2024. 

Actions
· Members to email the secretariat their updated bios in the next 2 weeks.
· Secretariat to review and update Annual Report with changes.
HRC changes and implications for NEAC’s work: for discussion
Paper 4. Paper about the likely changes, and implications for NEAC
16. The Manager, Ethics provided a summary of the discussions held before the end of last year on changes to the HRC and the implications for NEAC’s role and work programme.

Action 
· Secretariat to help prepare a workshop for the April meeting, so NEAC can brainstorm what input/resources are needed for the development of new standards.
Break — 15 minutes (10:30 -10:45)
[bookmark: _Toc1910324571]Standards review; compensation: for discussion 
Paper 5. Update and next steps

17. Chair opened a with a summary of the paper.
18. Members discussed ACC equivalent language in the current standards on compensation and issues with this language that have been raised by stakeholders. 
19. Members considered whether this language should be replaced by a more detailed description of the ethical goals of ACC equivalent compensation and how those can be fulfilled. Members also noted the need for a greater articulation of the lifelong obligations of sponsors and suggested NEAC obtain advice as to how to affect that.
20. Members also discussed how Participant Information Sheets could be revised to provide participants with more accurate information on compensation in the event of injury.

Actions 
· Secretariat to draft an options paper on revisions to the compensation chapter for discussion at the April meeting. 
· Secretariat will include a copy of the HDEC Participant Information Sheet in the April meeting papers for members to review.

[bookmark: _Toc433354605][bookmark: _Toc650115686]
Other correspondence 
Paper 7. Letter from clinical trial participant detailing her experiences with injury and compensation.
21. The committee agreed to respond to the letter, expressing sympathy and acknowledging the person’s courage in coming forward with her experiences. The letter will also describe NEAC’s role and its current efforts to address issues related to compensation through revisions to the Standards and by working collaboratively with other stakeholders.

Action 
a. Secretariat will draft a response and circulate it to the committee for input.

Letter from Cindy Towns regarding single gender bedding policy.
22. Members discussed this letter and noted that NEAC had previously written to the Minister on this issue. 
23. Members discussed the opportunities to include this issue within the broader work programme on clinical ethics.

       Action
· Secretariat will draft a response to Dr. Towns and send to the Chair for sign off. 
[bookmark: _Toc1785318493][bookmark: _Toc1687082061]Any other business 
Paper 8. Forward agenda and upcoming events: for noting
24. The Chair noted the forward agenda with items arising from this meeting that are tentatively on the agenda for April.
25. One member recommended an online conference about Te Tiriti Based Futures
26. The Chair noted a current conference in Wellington, ‘Imagining the Ideal Assisted Dying Service.’ The Chair and one other member are presenting at the conference and will provide an update at the April meeting. 
         Action
· Members to let the secretariat know of recent and future events.


[bookmark: _Toc2040901585]Standards review; health data and AI: for discussion 
Paper 6. Update and discussion on AI in research 
27. The chair welcomed Associate Professor Rosie Dobson of Auckland University
28. Associate Professor Dobson provided an overview of ethical challenges arising from AI in the health research sector, including secondary data use, the potential for harm, and the importance of maintaining public trust.  Dr. Dobson’s presentation noted a number of gaps in ethical oversight of AI tools in research.

       Action
· The working group for this chapter (Vanessa, Karaitiana and Tania) will consider key high-level principles of the use of AI in research, and the level of detail for ethical guidance in the Standards.  
· Members agreed to incorporate 2 chapters into 1. Focus more broadly on issues raised by AI secondary use of data. 

The meeting was closed with a Karakia

The meeting ended at 2pm
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