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National Ethics Advisory Committee

Kahui Matatika o te Motu




National Ethics Advisory Committee meeting minutes

8 November 2011

Present

Victoria Hinson (Chair)

Lorna Dyall

Adriana Gunder

Andrew Hall

Jacob Te Kurapa

Robert Logan

Joanna Manning 

John McCall 

Fa’afetai Sopoaga

Martin Wilkinson

Apologies

Robin Olds 

Diana Sarfati

Secretariat in attendance

Matthew Reid 
Helen Colebrook 
Guests

Anne Kolbe (Chair, National Health Committee)

David Graham (Manager, National Health Committee)

Rohan Murphy (Manager, Health and Disability Ethics Committees, Ministry of Health)

Welcome and introductions

1. The Chair welcomed members to the meeting, introducing Dr Fa’afetai Sopoaga and Dr Adriana Gunder, new members of the Committee.  
Minutes of the 13 September 2011 NEAC meeting

2. The minutes of the 13 September 2011 NEAC meeting were confirmed as a true and accurate record of the meeting.
Minutes of the 11 October 2011 NEAC teleconference
3. The minutes of the 11 October 2011 NEAC teleconference were confirmed as a true and accurate record of the meeting.
Matters arising from the minutes

· The Secretariat reported back that translating NEAC’s Māori Research Ethics work into Te Reo would cost approximately $34,000.

· The Secretariat advised that the draft Māori Research Ethics document has undergone peer review and that these comments have been incorporated in the document.  A finalised version will be presented to the whole Committee for approval at the February 2012 meeting.

· The Secretariat to identify what progress has been made with respect to deleting reference to the NEAC Sub-Committee on Appeals in the terms of reference.
Proposed meeting dates for 2012

Tuesday 14 February

Tuesday 10 April

Tuesday 12 June

Tuesday 14 August

Tuesday 9 October

Tuesday 4 December

Correspondence
4. The Committee noted correspondence to and from the New Zealand Medical Association, and the letter sent to the New Zealand Public Services Association about the harm in industrial action project.
Reports
5. The Chair tabled the Chair’s Report and responded to questions about items discussed in it.  
Actions:

· Chair to work with Ministry of Health to finalise current draft MoH-NEAC Memorandum of Understanding.

· Draft Briefing for Incoming Minister (BIM) to be drafted and circulated for comment by end of November / early December.  

Harm in industrial action
6. Matthew Reid reported on NEAC’s ‘Do no harm’ project, summarising the work completed to date and the meeting that Matthew and Victoria Hinson attended at the Medical Council of New Zealand.  
7. Committee members discussed the next phase of consultation which will be held in December.  Committee members saw value in facilitating dialogue about ethical obligations and harm in industrial action, particularly as a means of enriching contingency planning discussions.
8. Committee members discussed how to engage consumers in discussions about the impact of health worker strikes, particularly for health consumers receiving services in residential or community settings.
Actions:

· Matthew Reid to provide previous papers to new members for their information.

· Consultation with remaining prioritised health care worker registration authorities and membership organisations in December.

· Matthew Reid to consider how to engage with health care consumers and their whānau about harm in industrial action.  

· Final decisions on the second phase of consultation will be made by NEAC following the initial consultation phase ending in December.  Options will be discussed in February 2012.  

· Matthew Reid to arrange a handover with incoming NEAC Secretariat prior to his departure at the end of December.

Advance care planning
9. The Committee reviewed work and discussions to date and discussed whether and how NEAC intends to undertake work on advance care planning. 
Actions:

· Identify whether the ethics and regulation taskforce of the ACP Coop have identified and discussed key ethical issues in advance care planning.  If not, NEAC will develop a paper articulating key ethical issues associated with advance care planning, for example how ethical principles of autonomy, beneficence, respect, harm minimisation, truth telling, Treaty of Waitangi obligations etc are reflected or challenged by advance care planning.

National Health Committee (NHC)
10. Anne Kolbe (Chair) and David Graham (Manager) of the National Health Committee spoke to NEAC about the role of the NHC, how it works, its current work programme and opportunities for the committees to work in a complementary manner.  In particular, there may be opportunity for NEAC to assist in ethical aspects of NHC’s decision-making framework.
Clinical trials
11. The Committee discussed the draft terms of reference, standard operating procedures and national application form for health and disability ethics committees (HDECs).  Rohan Murphy from the Ministry of Health attended the meeting.  
12. Rohan explained that to date the documents have largely been developed within the Ministry of Health, but with input from Chairs of HDECs, DHBs and the HRC.  The documents will be circulated for wider comment in December and finalised in February 2012 to allow sufficient time for implementation by July 2012 (training, systems, etc).  
13. The Committee discussed issues relating to locality assessment, peer review and the need to provide evidence of peer review, a reduction in emphasis on methodological rigour of research, risks associated with student research and the ability to attach conditions to approval.  The Committee also discussed with Rohan some ethical guidance-operational guidance boundary issues and some definitional issues.
14. Rohan was asked whether there would be a formal process for reviewing the changes made to see how they were working. 
Actions:

· Schedule a teleconference at 3 pm, 13 December 2011 to discuss the documents.

· Committee members will review the documents and forward comments to the Secretariat for compilation in advance of the December teleconference.

15. Next NEAC meeting
16. The date of the next NEAC meeting (by teleconference) is 13 December 2011.
17. The date of the next NEAC meeting (in person) is 14 February 2011.  This meeting will include new member induction and discussion of future work programme.
Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record.
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