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National Ethics Advisory Committee

Kahui Matatika o te Motu




National Ethics Advisory Committee meeting minutes

14 December 2010
Present

Lorna Dyall

Geoff Fougere (Deputy Chair)

Andrew Hall

Robert Logan

John McCall (arrived 10am due to late plane)
Robin Olds 

Ann Richardson

Elizabeth Smales

Jacob Te Kurapa

Apologies
Joanna Manning 

Martin Wilkinson (sabbatical)

Robin Wray (Chair)

Barbara Burt (NEAC Secretariat)
In attendance

Matthew Reid (NEAC Secretariat)

Vanessa Roberts (NEAC Secretariat)

Guests
Anne Pattillo, facilitator for the NEAC self-review session

Matthew Brougham, PHARMAC Chief Executive

1. Welcome and introductions
The Deputy Chair welcomed members to the meeting, noting that the Chair is unable to attend.  The meeting will consequently be chaired by the Deputy Chair.  Members were introduced to Matthew Reid, public health medicine registrar working for the NEAC Secretariat.  The Deputy Chair outlined the agenda.

2. Reports

Chair’s Report

The Deputy Chair noted that NEAC’s Report to the Minister ‘NEAC advice on clinical trials’ was received by the Minister 27 September 2010.  The Committee discussed matters concerning the development and the final content of its advice.

Agreed:

· That all final documents be approved by the whole Committee.

The Committee also noted and agreed proposed meeting dates for 2011.

Agreed:

· That NEAC will meet on 8 March, 10 May, 12 July, 13 September, 8 November, and 13 December (if required).

Members’ Reports

Health Research Council

NEAC received an update on the work of the Health Research Council.

3. Minutes of the 10 August 2010 NEAC meeting

The minutes of the 10 August 2010 NEAC meeting were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting, subject to typographical corrections on pages two and four.  

4. Matters arising from the minutes

Members discussed the status of NEAC’s Māori Research Ethics work and the value of having the work translated into Te Reo.  

Agreed:

· That the Secretariat report back on options and costings for having NEAC’s Māori Research Ethics work translated into Te Reo.

· That when it is completed, the final draft of the Māori Research Ethics document be presented to the whole Committee for approval.

5. Correspondence

The Committee noted a report on correspondence sent and received since the August 2010 meeting.  

6. NEAC work programme development 

Anne Pattillo facilitated a NEAC work programme development session, building on the self-review session held at the last meeting.  The Committee discussed the project ideas submitted by members for the meeting in the context of NEAC’s role, resources and past and present work programme.  Key areas of discussion included interpretation of NEAC’s role, how best to focus NEAC’s advice, incorporating evaluation into project processes, including more public opinion in the process to generate NEAC’s advice, and how to reach target audiences effectively.  Notes from this session will be written up by the Secretariat.  

7. In Committee

The Committee had a brief ‘In Committee’ session.

8. PHARMAC presentation

The Committee noted a Report to NEAC containing background information about PHARMAC.  Matthew Brougham, PHARMAC Chief Executive, gave a presentation to NEAC about PHARMAC’s decision-making framework, including ethical and economic criteria/considerations, and the role of public consultation in its decision-making.  

9. Harm and industrial action

The Committee received a Report to NEAC on its ‘Do no harm’ and Industrial Action Project.  Members discussed the scope, focus, strategy and process (including next steps) in this project.  The Committee was updated on current project work, including collecting and analysing healthcare workers’ statements and codes of ethics, collecting and analysing core ethical writings on the nature, scope and implications of the ‘do no harm’ principle and industrial action in the healthcare sector, and preparation for a presentation to the Health Sector Relationship Agreement Steering Group.

10. Advance care planning

The Committee received a Report to NEAC on Advance Care Planning and an update from the Advance Care Planning working group on the proposal for NEAC to host an advance care planning conference in New Zealand.  

Agreed:

· That NEAC continue to pursue its work to host an advance care planning conference in New Zealand

· That NEAC also seek support from other key stakeholders e.g. Heath and Disability Commissioner, Ministry of Health, Hospice New Zealand.

· That the NEAC Advance Care Planning working group update the Advance Care Planning Cooperative on the outcomes of NEAC’s meeting discussions and decisions.

· That when its proposed approach is further developed NEAC seek to discuss its project and its approach further with the Minister.  
11. Next NEAC meeting

The date of the next NEAC meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 8 March 2011.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Chair………………………………………………….

Date…………………………………………..
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