
National Ethics Advisory Committee (NEAC) meeting minutes

13 October 2009
Present

Lorna Dyall

Geoff Fougere (Deputy Chair)

Andrew Hall

Robert Logan

Andrew Moore (Chair)
Robin Olds

Elizabeth Smales

Jacob Te Kurapa

Robin Wray

Apologies
Michael Findlay
Joanna Manning

Ann Richardson

In attendance

Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat
Vanessa Roberts, NEAC Secretariat

1. Welcome and introductions
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and outlined the agenda.  

2. Minutes of the August 2009 NEAC meeting

The minutes of the 11 August 2009 NEAC meeting were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting, with the following amendment:

Addition to number 8 ‘NEAC comment on draft ACART work’: 

· Agreed that the draft analysis be sent to ACART for comment

3. Matters arising from the minutes

The Committee was advised that links to NEAC’s pandemic work have been put on the Ministry of Health’s website.

The Committee discussed the status of the two Māori research ethics work streams: NEAC’s resource document and Pū Tai Ora’s framework document.  The Health Research Council’s Māori Health Committee is reviewing the Māori framework document.

4. Correspondence

The Committee noted the correspondence sent and received since the August 2009 meeting.  This includes NEAC’s Committee Reports to the Minister of Health on the ‘Publication of NEAC’s Ethical Guidelines for Intervention Studies’ and ‘Comment on ACART draft Guidelines on tissue-typing’ (see below).

5. Reports

Chair

The Chair reported that the Minister has agreed all NEAC’s recommendations related to intervention studies, the most important of which are that NEAC publish its Ethical Guidelines for Intervention Studies, and that the Minister ask the Ministry to advise him further on matters of compensation for injury of participants in clinical trials.  The Chair also reported that the Minister is considering NEAC’s advice on ACART’s proposed tissue-typing guidelines.  

The Committee discussed NEAC’s two Committee Reports to the Minister included under this agenda item: ‘Publication of NEAC’s Ethical Guidelines for Intervention Studies’ and ‘Comment on ACART draft Guidelines on tissue-typing’.
Members

HRC update

Robin Olds, HRC nominee, updated the Committee on HRC work relevant to NEAC.  In particular, it was noted that the new appeals process for ethical review is in the process of being finalised.  Implementation of the new appeals process will require a change to NEAC’s Terms of Reference. 

Other

The Committee discussed current issues in the health sector, including clinical leadership, open disclosure/transparency, approaches to financial pressures, using education/training to bring about culture change among health professionals, and the proposed changes to ACC.

6. Innovative practice

The Committee noted the Report to NEAC on Innovative Practice and considered a background paper on Ethical Issues in Innovative Practice.  

Agreed:

· That further enquires be made of key sector groups to determine the need for any further work on innovative practice.

7. In Committee

The Committee had a brief ‘In Committee’ session.
8. End-of-life care
The Committee received an update on NEAC’s proposed end-of-life care project. 

At the August 2009 meeting it was agreed that NEAC’s project should focus on the area of advance care planning, drawing on existing research and resources, to develop a distinctively New Zealand patient-centred resource that helps people identify what they want and how to make that happen if they are in a situation where they are not able to make their own decisions.

The Chair reported on a meeting with Ministry of Health officials and a representative of Hospice New Zealand.  This meeting discussed NEAC’s proposed work in this area and related work being carried out by the Ministry and Hospice New Zealand.  

Agreed: 

· That the Chair has follow-up discussions with the Ministry of Health and Hospice New Zealand.  

· That NEAC seek agreement from the Minister of Health to carry out a project on advance care planning.

9. NEAC Terms of Reference

The Committee discussed its Terms of Reference and potential changes to these.  Also considered was the significance of the report of the Ministerial Review Group.

10. Professional development

It was agreed that members interested in attending the Cartwright Comes of Age one day seminar or the Bioethics Conference – Ethics after harm contact the NEAC secretariat and this will be considered by the Chair in the first instance.

11. NEAC policy advice

The Committee noted the Report to NEAC: How NEAC formulates its policy advice.

12. NEAC work programme

The Committee noted the Report to NEAC: NEAC work programme.

13. Annual Report

NEAC’s 2008 draft annual report was tabled.

Agreed:

· That the Secretariat emails the 2008 draft annual report to members for comment.

· That the Chair and Secretariat finalise the 2008 annual report in light of member comments.

14. Next NEAC meeting

The date of the next NEAC meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 8 December 2009.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Chair………………………………………………….

Date………………………………………………...
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