
National Ethics Advisory Committee (NEAC) meeting minutes

Tuesday 9 October 2007
Present
Michael Ardagh
Barbara Beckford
Michael Findlay

Elisabeth Harding 

John Hinchcliff
Te Kani Kingi 
Allison Kirkman (Deputy Chair)

Joanna Manning
Andrew Moore (Chair)

Charlotte Paul
Martin Sullivan

Apologies

Dale Bramley
In attendance
Barbara Burt, NEAC Secretariat
Gabrielle McDonald, NEAC Secretariat
Vanessa Roberts, NEAC Secretariat
Graeme Nahkies (facilitated morning session)

Victoria Hinson (governance framework item)

1. Welcome and Introductions
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and outlined the agenda.  

2. NEAC experience and lessons
The Committee reflected on its experiences over the past five years.  The Committee discussed and considered its principal achievements and what it has done well, what it might have done better, what lessons current members would like to pass on to future members, and how members see NEAC operating in the future.

3. Minutes of the August 2007 NEAC meeting

The minutes of the NEAC meeting of 14 August 2007 were confirmed as an accurate record of the meeting.  

4. Matters arising from the minutes
There were no matters arising from the minutes of the August 2007 meeting.

5. Reports

Chair

The Chair reported on developments since the August 2007 meeting.
Members
The Committee received an update on the work of the Health Research Council Ethics Committee.
It was reported that the institutional ethics committee Chairs will meet in Dunedin in February 2008 prior to the Bioethics Conference.
A visitor with expertise that could benefit the intervention studies project was identified.
6. Māori Research Ethics

The Committee received an update on the Māori Research Ethics Project.  Te Kani Kingi, Dale Bramley, Andrew Moore and Vanessa Roberts (Secretariat) attended a meeting in Auckland on 5 October with the organisations participating in this project: Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga, the Health Research Council (HRC), and Pū Tai Ora (group of Māori members of ethics committees).  The meeting participants endorsed the collaborative approach to the project and consensus was reached on a number of issues, including a new project plan.  It was agreed that NEAC will develop the draft issues paper into a discussion document and a writing group led by Pū Tai Ora members will begin work on a draft framework for Māori research ethics.  Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga and the HRC will support the project through their networks.
7. Intervention Studies

The Committee discussed key areas in the intervention studies project and guidance was given for particular areas of the draft discussion document and guidelines.

Agreed: 
· The draft discussion document to be sent to key stakeholders for comment and also peer reviewed before it is published for wider discussion.

· The discussion document and guidelines to be published for public consultation, following further refinements made under NEAC working group guidance.
8. Governance Framework

The Committee received an update on the governance framework project and provided guidance for the proposed discussion document.  This included input on the structure of the discussion document, the scope of the governance framework project, and the particular issues to be included in the discussion document. 

9. Elective Services

The request from the Minister of Health for further advice in the area of elective services was considered.  It was agreed to gather further information to inform the Committee’s approach.
10. End-of-life project
There was discussion about a potential NEAC project in this area and the focus this could take.  Consideration was given to a “conversation starting” piece of work to enable many sector and other interested parties to identify a wide range of end-of-life issues in various settings that might need addressing.  This sort of work would seek to open up discussion and thought across a whole range of issues.

11.
In Committee

There was a brief ‘In Committee’ session.
13.
Next NEAC meeting

The next NEAC meeting was confirmed for Tuesday 11 December 2007.

Minutes confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Chair……………………………………….

Date…………………………………………
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