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National Ethics Advisory Committee meeting (by teleconference)
NEAC reconvenes 1 May 2018 (9 am -12 noon)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Present 
Neil Pickering (Acting Chair) 
Adriana Gunder 
Maureen Holdaway 
Wayne Miles
Kahu McClintock (9 am -10 am)
Liz Richards
Dana Wensley 

Ministry of Health
Hayley Robertson NEAC Secretariat
Nic Aagaard Acting Principal Advisor 
Philippa Bascand Manager Ethics Committees

Apologies 
Hope Tupara
Julian Crane

Introductions and objectives
· Teleconference to reconvene NEAC for the first time this year to consider the draft Guidelines
· broadly discuss NEAC’s work programme
· meet the new ethics team staff. 

1. The Committee did a round of introductions, highlighting the wide range of skills that make up NEAC as a group. Philippa Bascand, Manager of the Ethics Committees introduced Nic and Hayley who will support the Committee going forward. 

2. Philippa thanked the committee for their attendance and noted that it has been a long time since the Ministry has engaged with NEAC. Philippa updated the Committee about what NEAC might look like going forward, and introduced the new ethics team and their roles (Nic Acting as Principal Advisor for the whole team in place of  Beverley on secondment to Statistics NZ and with responsibility for global ethics), and Hayley who has joined the team from Strategy and Policy to work with ACART and NEAC, and the ethics team of 12 (including the admin team of 3 for committee support), who work as one group across all ethics areas, following the restructure of the Protection, Regulation and Assurance business unit under Dr Stewart Jessamine in October 2017. 
Appointments 

3. Philippa noted that appointments will be rolled over until such time as members are replaced or reappointed. The Ministry notes that a number of appointments are up in October/November 2018 and Members noted that two NEAC members resigned last year and asked if they will be replaced, however this is unlikely as the other committees are usually eight members. Additional expertise can be called upon as required. The Ministry will work with the appointments team to respond to this.  

4. Members queried what will happen with the chair of NEAC. Neil Pickering will continue as Acting Chair. The Ministry noted that NEAC’s TOR state that the Minister may appoint a chair from time to time. Both NEAC and the Ministry agree that consistency of members and continuity of the work programme was important, and noted that it is a ministerial process. 
Action
· The Ministry to keep NEAC updated regarding appointments. 
· Members were asked to consider in light of the meeting today their interest in possible reappointment and their availability, and to signal this to Hayley. 
Draft National Ethics Guidelines

5. The draft guidelines have been prepared by an external working group and the Ministry is seeking NEAC’s endorsement and support to take the guidelines forward. The draft guidelines have had significant internal review for relevant sections, for example by Pacific policy teams and academics, stem cell academics, the Ministry’s legal team, Maori policy and research groups internally as well as a separate ‘Maori weaving’ session by Maui Hudson and Barry Smith in conjunction with the secretariat. Kahu expressed her support for the comprehensiveness of the Maori section and the Ministry has received good feedback from health legal, Maori research and policy teams also. The guidelines have been checked against the draft Therapeutic Products Bill. 

6. NEAC noted that they would have appreciated seeing a copy before it was sent to the Minister as a draft. The rationale for this was that the Ministry wanted this document to go to Cabinet alongside the draft of the HRS as it will be the first time the Minister is introduced to the research landscape. Philippa clarified to the Committee that it was sent to the Minister as a draft only, and that excerpts of the document have been reviewed for specific ethical or technical advice but that the whole document has not been circulated externally. Going forward communication needs to be stronger and due process followed to ensure transparency.

7. NEAC and the Minister of Health have received a draft of the document concurrently, and the Ministry clarified that very few people have received the document in its entirety at this early stage. The Ministry has asked the Minister of Health to consider taking the draft guidelines to Cabinet as they intersect a number of portfolio areas e.g. Minister for Research, Science and Innovation. 

8. NEAC’s support and endorsement is important prior to consultation and the Ministry hopes that NEAC members will be involved in the consultation phase as part of NEAC’s statutory role. NEAC has agreed that their foreword be included in the draft guidelines giving support to the document and in having ownership as the National Ethics Advisory body. NEAC’s foreword and the Minister’s (if he so chooses), will sit side by side. NEAC may also want to consider design and look of the document (it is still being professionally edited).

9. Philippa and Members thanked Wayne and Neil, as well as the working group for writing comprehensive and easy to read guidelines in a tight time frame.
Action
· Neil to check with the other members not present that they are comfortable with a NEAC foreword.  
· Secretariat to keep NEAC updated when we receive comment and confirmation to consult from the Minister of Health.
· Members to send their comments on the guidelines to Nic and Hayley out of session. 
· Secretariat to send the foreword drafted for the Minister to Neil. 
Outstanding issues and NEAC going forward

10. NEAC members would like to be involved in setting the work programme. The Ministry will organise a face to face meeting around the end of May to discuss how NEAC might prioritise and develop a work programme going forward, notably the WHO regional 2019 summit, ethics/resource allocation for pandemic planning and finishing off the guidelines work and consultation. The Therapeutics Products Bill will also impact future work going forward.
 
11. Dana noted that the working group has produced a cohesive document and see’s the need for NEAC to operate in such a way, rather than meeting infrequently with minimal resources to produce a document. 

12. NEAC noted that there have been a number of publications and advice to the Minister of Health that they have not heard back about and asked the Ministry to look into the status of prior work. The Ministry agreed to provide an overview for the meeting at the end of May.

13. Neil noted that there have been many challenges in the last year and it is great to have constructive conversations and a revised work programme. 
Action
· Sec to organise a face to face meeting over doodle poll with NEAC around end of May. 
· Neil and Philippa to construct an agenda for this meeting, and decide how long is needed to cover off conversations about NEAC going forward. 
WHO summit 2019

14. NEAC has received an invitation from the World Health Organization to host the 2019 WHO regional summit in Bioethics in New Zealand. A response is needed by 4 May 2018. 

15. The AP-NEC aimed to provide a platform for participants to exchange ideas, build support and foster collaboration in strengthening national capacities and driving sustainable action on health ethics, including public health ethics, clinical care ethics, and research ethics, with a focus on regional priority issues in the context of Sustainable Development Goals. 

16. Nic gave an overview of the last regional summit in 2017 which was held in Korea, and noted to NEAC that the Ministry is supportive of the summit and will provide secretariat support and some funding with WHO providing the bulk of  funding. 

17. Nic noted New Zealand’s many areas of expertise and explained a number of potential topics, to describe how the summit may look. Philippa had earlier advised the Chair of ACART would support programme content and not hold a separate biennial symposium but rather provide expert speakers in the ethics of ART. 

18. Those present were strongly in favour of supporting the summit. Nic will send out information to all members so that those not present on the teleconference are informed and able to give their view.

19. If all members were to accept, the next steps would be to write back to the WHO accepting their invitation. Following this, a steering group would be put in place containing NEAC members. 
Action 
· Nic to work closely with Neil and will update the Committee at the next NEAC meeting.
Next NEAC meeting 
20. Meeting closed at 12pm.

21. The next NEAC meeting will be held late May 2018.
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